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From the mid-1980s, an international collaboration of 600 physicists embarked on the investigation of 
subnuclear physics at the high-energy frontier. As well as discovering the top quark, the heaviest elementary 
particle ever observed, the physicists analyzed their data to seek signals of new physics which could 
revolutionize our understanding of nature.

This book tells of how the physicists reacted to the findings. 

Dorigo gives a narrative back-stage pass to some of Fermilab’s big experiments, showing the sociology of 
collaboration and competition among scientists. This is a book about scientific controversies and the internal 
fights of collaboration, trying to reach a consensus on what to publish and what to dump. It is the story of the 
story of a true discovery  - that of the top quark  - along with many false ones. 

Dorigo reveals that even at the highest level, fundamental research in physics is a trial-and-error game. 

The author is available to write articles/features on this topic, and is an active blogger at: 
http://www.science20.com/quantum_diaries_survivor 
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About World Scientific 

World Scientific Publishing Company was established in 1981 with only 5 employees in a tiny office. Today, 
the company employs more than 200 staff at its headquarters in Singapore and 450 globally. It has offices 
in New Jersey, London, Geneva, Hong Kong, Taipei, Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Chennai. In about 3 
decades, it has established itself as one of the leading scientific publishers in the world, and the largest 
international scientific publisher in the Asia-Pacific region.

World Scientific broke new ground in 1991 when it signed a memorandum of agreement with the Nobel 
Foundation to publish the entire series of Nobel Lectures in all subjects - physics, chemistry, physiology 
or medicine, economic sciences and literature. The company has published and distributed the Nobel 
Lectures series (1901-2010) worldwide, making accessible the scientific, literary and humanitarian 
achievements of numerous Nobel laureates to a wide audience.


